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PROCEEDINGS AND PAPERS. 



General Meeting, held in the Assembly Rooms, Kilkenny, on 
Wednesday, August 3 1st (by anticipation for September 7 th), 
1859, 

The Very Rev. the Dean of Ossory, President of the Society, 

in the Chair. 

The following new Members were elected : — 

William F. J. Hort, Esq., R. M., Kilkenny : proposed by Jo- 
seph Greene, Esq. 

The Rev. Charles Cuyler Anderson, Gillingham, Kent : pro- 
posed by the Rev. James Graves. 

William Allen, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, 43, Lower Dominick- 
street, Dublin : proposed by Thomas Joseph Tenison, Esq., J. P. 

Edward J. Maher, Esq., Littlefield, Jenkinstown : proposed by 
J. G. A. Prim, Esq. 

John E. Fleming, Esq., Head Inspector of National Schools, 
Tramore : proposed by William H. Newell, Esq., LL. D. 

Mr. Henry Jones, Clonmel : proposed by Mr. W. Lawless. 

The Rev. James Graves reported that a meeting of Committee 
having taken place before the General Meeting, the proposed new 
apartments of the Society, being the premises recently used as the 
Royal Engineers' Office, William-street, had been inspected and 
fully approved of; and a resolution had been entered into autho- 
rizing their being rented at £14 per annum. Besides ample accom- 
modation for the Museum and Library, the premises would afford 
space for a comfortable meeting-room for the Society. The Society 
was much indebted to the Mayor and Corporation for the use of the 
Assembly Rooms hitherto. The next meeting of the Society would 
be held in their own apartments. 

On the motion of Mr. Tidmarsh, seconded by Mr. T. Power, 
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Mr. J. G. Kobertson was requested, and consented, to act as Hono- 
rary Curator of the Society's Museum, &c. 

It was then settled that, as soon as the Museum was arranged in 
its new location, it shall be open to the inspection of all Members, 
and friends introduced by them, on each Wednesday, from twelve to 
three o'clock. 

The following presentations were received, and thanks voted to 
the donors : — 

By the Very Rev. Kichard Butler, D. D., Dean of Clonmac- 
noise : " Origines Parochiales Scotia?," 3 vols., 4to ; privately 
printed for the Bannatyne Club. 

By the Kent Archaeological Society : " Archasologia Cantiana," 

By the Publisher : " The Gentleman's Magazine" for August. 

By the Cambrian Archaeological Association: " Archseologia 
Cambrensis," Third Series, No. 19. 

By the Cambrian Institute : " The Cambrian Journal" for June, 
1859. 

By the Geological and Polytechnic Society of the West Riding 
of Yorkshire: their " Proceedings," for 1858-9. 

By the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society: their "An- 
nual Report" for 1858-9. 

By the Royal Dublin Society: their " Journal," No. 14. 

By Thomas J. Tenison, Esq., J. P. : " The Report of the Ar- 
magh Natural History Society," for 1858. 

By the Publisher: « The Builder," Nos. 857-62. 

By Evelyn Philip Shirley, Esq., M. P. : " Loughfea." Lon- 
don: privately printed, 1859. 

Mr. William Wright presented rubbings of the ancient monu- 
ments of the Purcell family in the church of Coolcraheen, and those 
of Butler and Bradshaw, at the old church of Donoughmore, near 
Ballyraggett. 

The Rev. Samuel Madden, Attanna, sent for exhibition an ex- 
tremely rare specimen of gold ring-money, found on his glebe-lands, 
at Rosconnell, by the daughter of one of his tenants, whilst engaged 
in weeding potatoes. It was thirteen-sixteenths of an inch in dia- 
meter, and weighed 17 dwts. Troy. What constituted its extreme 
rarity was that it seemed to have been composed of alternate plates 
of white and yellow gold, soldered together, the divisions of which, 
radiating from the centre, showed that its annular form did not 
arise from a straight bar of gold being bent round, but from sepa- 
rate plates, each formed like the voussoir of an arch, being sol- 
dered together with great nicety and skill. The gold of which it 
was composed was of the finest quality, and its intrinsic value was 
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£2 14*. The Rev. Mr. Madden stated his wish to have it disposed 
of at such higher price as its archaeological value might command, 
for the benefit of the finder, it being his intention to waive his own 
right, as owner of the soil, in favour of his tenant. 

The Rev. Samuel Hayman sent the following communication, and 
exhibited the second token therein referred to : — 

"As supplemental to my Paper on the Youghal Tradesmen's Tokens 
(pp. 222-232, supra), I should wish to notice two additional specimens 
which as yet remain undescribed. For the knowledge of the first I am in- 
debted to the courtesy of a diligent collector, whose contributions have 
frequently graced these pages, Captain Edward Hoare, North Cork Rifles. 
Some time after the publication of my Paper, this gentleman wrote to me 
in reference to it, saying that he had in his cabinet several specimens of 
the Youghal Tokens, viz. (following my list): — 1. John Gerald's; 3. Peter 
Godwin's; 7. John Luther's; 8. John Merrick's; and 9. Edward Perry's. 
In regard to Peter Godwin's, Captain Hoare kindly wrote: — 

" ' I have two varieties of this token: one is exactly the same as that 
described by you; the other differs in size: it is smaller, and more neatly 
executed. The legend on the reverse reads thus — 

IF . NOT . LIIi'D . I'LL . OHAINGE . THE". 

I never saw but this one specimen, and I often fancied it was struck more 
as a pattern than for circulation, for it is little used, and is in perfect pre- 
servation. Perhaps, on finding that the word chainge was wrongly spelled, 
the piece was condemned and called in, and the other specimen, which you 
have published, was substituted.' 

" This second and smaller token of Peter Godwin is unnoticed in the 
Catalogues of Dr. Aquilla Smith and Mr. Boyne; and I would regard Cap- 
tain Hoare's specimen as unique. I regret that I am unable at present to 
engrave it. Its kind possessor, however, promises me that, so soon as his 
professional engagements at Aldershot will permit him to return home, 
and thus gain access once more to his cabinet, the token shall be forwarded 
to me, with liberty to use it in these pages. 

" The other, undescribed, Youghal token is represented beneath. It 
was found, August 6, 1859, on Green's-quay, Youghal, by a girl gather- 
ing chips and shavings, near a place where ship-carpenters were at work. 





At first, owing to its lying among the chips, the Token was supposed to 
have been concealed within some chink or crevice in a mast, at which a 
seaman was working with his adze; but accurate investigation gave a 
more rational clue to its habitation, namely, the rubbish of an old house; 
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dropped on this part of the quay, as ballast for some trading vessel. The 
token is copper, and weighs 25 grains. It is thus inscribed : — 

Obverse. Reverse. f 

ABRAHAM . VAVGHAN . POST . MASTER . OF . TAVGHALL (A . v) 

{A mounted post-boy, blowing a horn. 1 ) 

" On referring to the municipal list, I find that Abraham Vaughan 
served as Bailiff of Youghal in 1659 and 1662; but there is no record of 
his having been chosen Mayor. Among the Eonayne MSS., at Dough- 
cloyne, the seat of Thomas Eonayne Sarsfield, Esq., is an Order from the 
Commissioners for the Settlement of Ireland, bearing date September 1, 
1663, and addressed to the Mayor and Bailiffs of Youghal. It directed them 
to put James Eonayne Fitz John, who had been ' restored' 8th August 
previously (under the letters patent of Charles II., February 14, 1660- 
61), into possession of certain messuages in Youghal, to which he was en- 
titled. First in the list I find — ' One messuage, now in possession of 
Abraham Vaughan.' 

" In the list of Youghal Tokens, already published in these ' Transac- 
tions,' was one struck by Thomas Vaughan (page 230), and the postmaster 
was probably his brother. Of Abraham Vaughan's Token no other spe- 
cimen, save the one we engrave, is known to be in existence. That before 
us belongs to Mr. John Burke, the intelligent sexton of St. Mary's Colle- 
giate Church, Youghal." 

The following Papers were then read. 



THE PLANTATION OF THE BARONY OF IDRONE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF CAELO W. 

BY JOHN P. PRENDERGAST, ESQ. 

Some few years since the following sketch of the history of the 
barony of Idrone would, probably, have afforded more interest than 
it can pretend to now. The scenery it describes was then familiar 
to every traveller to the south of Ireland. 

In the journey to Kilkenny, in the old coaching time, no one can 
forget the drive along the Barrow side from the town of Carlow to 
Leighlin Bridge, nor the narrow inconvenient bridge itself, built 

1 The Post-office in Ireland was first rega- the first volume of Mr. D'Alton's excellent 

larly established by an ordinance of Crom- " History of Drogheda." In regard to the 

well, directing that weekly packet-boats, car- Youghal Post-offiee, I may be pardoned for 

rying letters, should pass and re-pass between preserving the name of an humble official, 

Milford and Waterford, and between Chester whose very portrait may have been repre* 

and Dublin respectively. The reader is re- sented on Abraham Vaughan's Token. I 

ferred for much valuable information on the find in that record of mortality, the " Bu- 

subject to the " Introductory Memoir of the rials" in St. Mary's churchyard : — " 1713- 

Dublin and Drogheda Railway," prefixed to May 25, Darby Roan, the Post" 



